Looking at and Responding to Your Chosen Picture

Where do I start?

Develop questions about the picture. These can be structured through 4 different stages..

What do you see? (Description)

A careful study of the picture.  A description of what is seen. List all the literal qualities visible in the work. Encourage observation of details.

· Let’s name everything we see?

· Who or what is in it?

· What are the characters doing?

· Costume?

· Background?

· Buildings?

· Where is it?

· Focal points?

· What can you hear and smell?

· What is the season?

· What is the time of day?

How are things put together? (Analysis)

After describing as many objects and qualities as possible, begin to relate parts of the picture to each other them to each other. Observe the way the work is made. Gather up visual qualities   

· Look carefully at line, shape, colour, texture, patterns, light, movement. 

· Why has the artist chosen to use certain colours or marks? 

· What different textures might  you feel if you were in the picture? 

· Follow lines with your eyes – where do they go? 

· How have certain effects been obtained?

· Is there an illusion of space in the work? 

· How are we positioned as viewers of the work? 

What is the artist trying to say? (Interpretation)

After gathering clues from the past categories, we can then draw out personal feelings and responses. Encourage speculation about the work, focussing on mood, atmosphere, meanings being created. Is it asking us to respond in a particular way?
· What is the work about? 

· Is it a story?

· What might the work stand for? 

· What is happening? 

· Feelings evoked by the subject matter, use of light/symbols/ colour. 

· What kind of person/ subject is being described?

· Is the work time based? 

· Is it making comments about events of the time?  

What do you think of it? (Judgement)

Now draw conclusions based on the information that has been gathered through questioning the work. Find a personal meaning. 

· How does the image make you feel?

· Why do you think someone wanted to create a picture like this?

· Would you choose it for your home?

· What do you like/ dislike about it?
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