OBJECT LESSONS: Celebrating & Developing Excellence in Work with Young People

A SHARE Museums East, Royal Opera House and Norfolk and Norwich Festival Bridge Conference, Luton Hat Factory, 12 March 2014

Arts Council Thinkpiece on Museum Learning
Notes on Breakout session

Presenter – Sam Cairns, Cultural Learning Alliance 

Facilitator – Kelly Lean, Royal Opera House Bridge

The session began with an encouragement to sign up to the CLA for updates, and current thinking on policy and contemporary research.  CLA can also be sued for an evidence base. 

The context to the report was outlines – ACE funding for consultation with wide range of sector professionals in museum learning. ACE didn’t want a conversation with schools, but more with the museum/cultural learning profession.  Round table discussions set up. Further context - GEM feel there is a vacuum in Museum Learning Leadership and the Clore Duffield Foundation are interested in learning leadership. 
A round table discussion was then had – where the following issues were raised an discussed. 

· A big issues is whether Museum should remain in a ‘silo’ or be more fully and consciously integrated into curatorial roles.

· If senior museum leadership understand learning then it is much more integrated. 

· Head teachers are “risk averse” and therefore Museums ability to take risks is curtailed.

· “Do we know what percentage of things we prepared to fail at? Are we prepared to ‘fail’ and then talk about it?”
· “Do we have high enough expectations of funders and of schools?”

· “We need to expect funding and high standards.”

· The feeling is that we go too much cap in hand and apologising for ourselves. Isolation is an issue for museum learning teams. We should ensure that it is a partnership with an audience rather than merely an ‘offer’ – though it is important to have “off the shelf” products perhaps the model for museum learning should be more “Transactional” – including dynamic relationships within own organisations and with our partners [such as teachers]

· In the same way that artists value practice do we have an awareness of our practice and how it might develop. We can be weak on pedagogical research so that we can understand and evidence our practice. 

· Where should the funding responsibility lie? Should we lobby for a move to DFE from DCMS?

