
Identification of museum insect pests - Practical exercise               

A number of sets of live and dead specimens are in boxes marked A to L. The main features of each species are listed 1 to 12 on the sheet. Look at the specimens with a microscope and hand lens and try to match them with the features listed. 

This exercise is to familiarise you with the main pests. It is not an exam so if you are not sure about anything please ask! 

Features of pest species

1. Small, round beetles [2-3mm] with dark patches and silvery grey and orange scales which are petal-shaped when seen under the microscope. 
Varied carpet beetle Anthrenus verbasci.

2. Oval, black beetles [5-7mm] with a white spot on each elytra [wing case].

Two-spot carpet beetle.  Attagenus pellio.

3. Narrow, dull brown beetle [3-5mm] with lines on the elytra [wing cases], a distinct humped thorax, and the head hidden underneath. 
Furniture beetle Anobium punctatum.

4. Small reddish-brown beetles [2-3mm] with lines on the elytra [wing cases] and the head hidden underneath the thorax. 
Biscuit or drugstore beetle. Stegobium paniceum.

5. Large black beetles [8-12mm] with clubbed antennae and some yellowish hairs on the under surface of the abdomen. 

Peruvian hide beetle Dermestes peruvianus
6. Brown beetles [3-4mm] with dense hairs on the round elytra [wing cases] and round thorax. Long antennae and head hidden underneath the thorax. 
Australian spider beetle Ptinus tectus.

7. Short fat hairy larvae with bands of dark brown bristles. 
Varied carpet beetle larva [woolly bear] Anthrenus verbasci.

8. Long torpedo-shaped hairy dark brown larvae with a long tuft of hairs at the back end. 

Two-spot carpet beetle larva Attagenus pellio.

9. Large brown-black very active hairy larvae, two curved spikes [urogomphi] on the dorsal surface at the back.

Hide beetle larva Dermestes sp.

10. White or multi-coloured elongated bags or cocoons of silk, sometimes stuck to fabric. 

Cases of case-bearing clothes Tinea pellionella
11. Small silvery- gold moths with a ginger brush of hairs on the head.

Common or webbing clothes moth Tineola bisselliella.

12. No clues!!!
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