An Alphabet of Museum Volunteering
(All taken from the nomination forms for the 2015 SHARE Museums East Volunteer Awards)
A is for Achieving Accreditation – how would museums do that without their volunteers? And all the other things they do…

Baking biscuits, building boats and binding books

the Comprehensive cleaning of and caring for collections, coordination of the community cabinet

Digitising, documenting, developing the databases, doing the design and dressing up like a dame for drama documentaries  

showing incredible Engineering expertise, encouraging education programmes and events with a Focus on family fun

finding the funds, Getting in the gift aid and, so importantly, doing the groundwork for great governance, or simply greening the garden, helping with the hedge-laying, the heavy horse husbandry or handling higher standards of hygiene 

Improving the IT infrastructure, there are many incidents of inspiring others to innovate

Jumping in, joining the dots, justifying to funders and Knocking on doors, knowing stuff, knowledge sharing, Lots and lots of lifelong service and love –  

from Menial tasks to major maintenance, meeting and greeting, mounting mannequins, managing your managers and murder …mysteries

Newsletters, networking and never saying no

Opening up, organising the outings and the office operations

Polishing and packing up the precious silver, putting on private parties, planning processions, promoting a peer to peer approach to planning

Q is for all those who have been quietly getting on with it

R for the ridiculous reams of research, rotas, reception duties, retail, restoration projects, radio interviews and redevelopment plans

Stepping up for school visits, stocking up the shop and steaming up the steam engine or Training the tractor divers

taking on the timely transformation of tired trustees and the terrific torrent of tours and trails and tea tents and other more taxing tasks

- like Unblocking the U-bend  - so many who have unswervingly undertaken the undesirable, the stuff the Visitors don’t see,  and looking after the ones that can’t see - having the vision to make vital displays for the visually impaired ..
So!  Whether its weeding, watering, wrapping up furniture, working on the website or winning a world record (its true!) or 

Xhibitions, Xcursions and xplaining xcel to the IT excluded what we have is 

Years and years of commitment and drive and skill and passion

Z is for the sector’s Zest – for you are it.
So THANK YOU! – please give yourselves the appreciation you deserve…
